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FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT

[88 Stat. 1561, P.L. 93-502, November 21, 1974, 5 U.S.CA. 552; , -
90 Stat. 1241, P.L. 94-409, September 13, 1976 - -
92 Stat. 1225, P.L. 95-454, October 13, 1978]" ' ‘

Section 552. Public information; agency rules,® opinions, orders,
- records, and proceedings

(a) Each agency shall make available to the public information as
follows: '

(1) Each agency shall separately state and currently publish in the
Federal Register for the guidance of the public—

(A) descriptions of its central and field organization and the
established places at which, the employees (and in the case of a

uniformed service, the members) from whom, and the methods o
whereby, the public may obtain information, make submittals or v h C -
requests, or obtain decisions; /

(B) statements of the general course and method by which its
functions are channeled and determined, including the nature and
requirements of all formal and informal procedures available;

(C) rules of procedure, descriptions of forms available or the
places at ‘which forms may be obtained, and instructions as to the
scope and contents of all papers, reports, or examinations; s

(D) substantive rules of general applicability adopted as author-
ized by law, and statements of general policy or interpretations of . -
general applicability formulated and adopted by the agency; and

(E) each amendment, revision, or repeal of the foregoing.

Except to the extent that a person has actual and timely notice of the -
terms thereof, a person may not in any manner be required to resort to,
or be adversely affected by, a matter required to be published in the
Federal Register and not so published. For the purpose of this
paragraph, matter reasonably available to the class of persons affected
thereby is deemed published in the Federal Register when incorporated
by reference therein with the approval of the Director of the Federal
Register. ' . R

! The current Freedom of Information Act essentially is the 1974 Act (P.L. 93-502)
which replaced the original statute, enacted in 1946 )

* The published rules and regulations of CIA under the Act are in 32 Code of Federal
Regulations, Part XIX.
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means, but only to the extent reasonably necessary to the proper
processing of the particular request—

(i) the need to search for and collect the requested records from
field facilities or other establishments that are separate from the
office processing the request;

(ii) the need to search for, collect, and appropriately examine a
voluminous amount of separate and distinct records which are
demanded in a single request; or

(iii) the need for consultation, which shall be conducted with all
practicable speed, with another agency having a substantial
interest in the determination of the request or among two or more
components of the agency having substantial subject-matter inter-
est therein.

(C) Any person making a request to any agency for records under
paragraph (1), (2), or (3) of this subsection shall be deemed to have
exhausted his administrative remedies with respect to such request if
the agency fails to comply with the applicable time limit provisions of
this paragraph. If the Government can show exceptional circumstances
exist and that the agency is exercising due diligence in responding to
the request, the court may retain jurisdiction and allow the agency
additional time to complete its review of the records. Upon any
determination by an agency to comply with a request for records, the
records shall be made promptly available to such person making such
request. Any notification of denial of any request for records under this
subsection shall set forth the names and titles or positions of each
person responsible for the denial of such request.

(b) This section does not apply to matters that are—

(1XA) specifically authorized under criteria established by an
Executive order to be kept secret in the interest of national defense
or foreign policy and (B) are in fact properly classified pursuant to
such Executive order;?

(2) related solely to the internal personnel rules and practices of
an agency;

. (3) specifically exempted from disclosure by statute (other than
section 552b of this title), provided that such statute (A) requires
that the matters be withheld from the public in such a manner as

*See Part XI of the Guide.
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- to leave no discretion on the issue, or (B) establishes particular
criteria for withholding or refers to particular types of matters to
be withheld; ’

(4) trade secrets and commercial or financial information
obtained from a person and privileged or confidential;

(5) inter-agency or intra-agency memorandums or letters which
would not be available by law to a party other than an agency in
litigation with the agency;

(6) personnel and medical files and similar files the disclosure of
which would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal
privacy;

(7) investigatory records compiled for law enforcement purposes,
but only to the extent that the production of such records would
(A) interfere with enforcement proceedings, (B) deprive a person of
a right to a fair trial or an impartial adjudication, (C) constitute an
unwarranted invasion of personal privacy, (D) disclose the identity E
of a confidential source and, in the case of a record compiled by a
criminal law enforcement authority in the course of a criminal
investigative, or by an agency conducting a lawful national I
security intelligence investigation, confidential information fur-
nished only by the confidential source, (E) disclose investigative
techniques and procedures, or (F) endanger the life or physical
safety of law enforcement personnel; E

(8) contained in or related to examination, operating, or condi-
tion reports prepared by, on behalf of, or for the use of an agency o
responsible for the regulation or supervision of financial institu- E:
tions; or

(9) geological and geophysical information and data including
maps, concerning wells.
Any reasonably segregable portion of a record shall be provnded to any
person requesting such record after deletion of the portions which are
exempt under this subsection.

(c) This section does not authorize withholding of information or
limit the availability of records to the public, except as specifically E
stated in this section. This section is not authority to withhold
information from Congress.

(d) On or before March 1 of each calendar year, each agency shall
submit a report covering the preceding calendar year to the Speaker of
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